
BRUGES 
 
It’s a cracking little place for a weekend 
visit. And it’s very easy to get to. Unless 
you insist on living in Australia – oh and 
the North I suppose. It is a small but 
beautiful city and has the ability to make 
you turn down a gear or two as soon as 
you arrive. It’s all medieval buildings 
and cobbled streets and canals and you 
can spend hours pottering around the 
boutiquey little shops and stopping here and there for a hot chocolate. It’s also very 
quiet – there are not many cars in the old city and the majority of the traffic noise you 
will hear is the clip-clopping of the horse and carts laid on for tourists. Cynics might 
call it a little artificial as it is really so much like stepping back a century but the 
preserves enough of a quiet buzz to keep it feeling alive.    
 
It is also an ideal place for fatties to indulge in mussels, chips, chocolate, waffles and 
fifty million different beers. There are hundreds of restaurants and bars and coffee 
shops to punctuate your strolls and you have to be careful to remember which 
restaurant you picked out for dinner on an early morning stroll. Great. 
 
What to do 
 
Hire a bike for an hour and whizz round the pretty streets with your coat flapping and  
pretend you are in a 1940s resistance film. Truly the bestest way to see the city. And 
very cheap. They have the coolest ‘dutch’/’sit up and beg’ bikes. Amazing.  
 
Wander on foot through the cobbled streets and alongside the little canals then stop 
for beer and cheese and salami and watch the bateau-mouche style boats swing 
passed.  
 

To look out for.. 
 
Bruges isn’t a bargain in 
terms of prices and there are 
definitely things to watch out 
for – like a wine bottle 
already on the table and we 
were charged 7€ for a bottle 
of water after we’d been 
refused tap water – but we 
realised this was 
unfortunately common 
practice. Cheaper to drink 
beer. 

The Cathedral is pretty brilliant too – the centre piece of the 
medieval centre and it sits majestically over the main square. 
We didn’t go up the bell tower but it definitely would be worth 
doing. Try and get there early to avoid hordes of people 
though. The bell tower is also a little bit  
 
Eat waffles, mussels, chips, and swig it all down with 
powerful Belgian beer on a canal-side bar then wonder why 
you suddenly feel a little dreamy. 
 
Lace – apparently Bruges is all about lace – it’s in all the shops 
– right there next to the novelty chocolate boobs. There is also 
a lace museum too but we never made it to that either.  
 
When I think about it we didn’t do much other than eat, drink and stroll, and then eat 
some more. It was an utter treat of rest and indulgence. There are loads of museums 
and that if you are that way inclined…  
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Where to stay. We stayed at.. 
 Hotel Erasmus, 35 
Wollestraat 
(http://www.hotelerasmus.co
m/)  
A very nice and peaceful 
place to stay under the beams 
with a beautiful view over 
canals and turrets but the 
double was also not a double 
but two singles quite 
uncomfortably and 
unsatisfactorily stuck together 
and it came with single duvets 
as well. Avoid €12 breakie 

 
There are literally hundreds of little boutiquey hotels and B and Bs 
in the old city (and this is where you’d want to be). Unfortunately 
Belgium does not come under Sawday’s trusty radar but we found 
www.tripadvisor.co.uk was very very useful. Most of the ones we 
were looking at came in around €70-120 a night for a double.  
 
 
How to get there. 
 
Eurostar – I am always drawn to train travel as a lovely 
romantic way to travel – not always true but I have to 
say that Eurostar is pretty damn slick for anyone living 
in the south. Now it is at Kings Cross St Pancras it is 
very accessible and it is clean, easy and no faffing. It’s 
great – you can take as many liquids as you like and 
your offensive knitting needles. And then all of a 
sudden you are whizzing through the French 
countryside and sipping wine from the bar. And just 
two hours later you’re in the riveting EU capital 
Brussels. Bruges is another hour on from Brussels and 
its station is a 15min walk to the centre of the old town.  

To look out for… 
Tickets to Brussels are valid to ANY 
station in Belgium. Brussels station is 
not super user friendly like Lille and 
there is a distinct lack of helpful 
people. Trains to Bruges leave from 
platform 15. The destination is also 
sometimes displayed as Knokke-
something and they helpfully don’t tell 
you that this goes through Ghent and 
Bruges. 

 
 
Driving. Supremely easy and fast. The Chunnel is by far the quickest way. It’s 
amazing. You are in a car, in a train, under the sea. And if you are early (or late) there 
is two hours flexibility on which train you can get on – an amazing way to feel smug 
that you have beaten the clock.  Everything is superly easily signposted and it is very 
stress free. On a weekday morning it took 4hours Bruges to Oxford door-to-door.  
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